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CONFIDENTIAL ANKARA 2741 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: PEPR, TU, US, GR 

SUB J : TURKISH REACTION TO GREEK EFFORTS TO MAINTAIN THE EMBARGO 

1 . TURKISH REACTION TO THE ADMINISTRATION S DECISION TO 
SEEK REPEAL OF THE EMBARGO HAS BEEN POSITIVE BUT RESTRAINED. 

THE RESTRAINT IS INDUCED BY A REALIZATION THAT ADVOCATES OF 
THE EMBARGO WILL MAKE AN ALL-OUT EFFORT TO KEEP IT IN PLACE AND 
THAT THEY MAY SUCCEED. TURKS DIVIDE THESE PRO-EMBARGO 
ELEMENTS INTO THREE GROUPS— GREEK CYPRIOTS, GREEK- AMERICANS, 

AND GREEKS-AND THEY REACT DIFFERENTLY TO EACH OF THEM. 

2. FROM THE GREEK-CYPRIOTS THE TURKS EXPECTED A HYSTERICAL 
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RESPONSE, AND THEY ARE NOT SURPRISED NOR PARTICULARLY DISTURBED, 

AT LEAST IN PART BECAUSE THEY CONSIDER GREEK CYPRIOT INFLUENCE 
TO BE RELATIVELY SLIGHT. SIMILARLY, THEY EXPECTED A STRONG 
REACTION FROM GREEK- AMERICANS, BUT IN THIS CASE THEY ARE 
MORE DISTURBED. TURKS HAVE AN EXAGGERATED NOTION OF THE 
POWER OF THE "GREEK LOBBY" AND FEAR THAT IT WILL BE SUCCESSFUL 
IN PREVENTING THE LIFTING OF THE EMBARGO. 
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3. THE TURKS HAVE PERHAPS BEEN MOST DISTURBED BY THE 
REACTION OF THE GREEKS. THIS IS PARTICULARLY TRUE OF STRONG 
SUPPORTERS OF ECEVIT WHO FEEL THAT CARAMANLIS' CRITICISM 
OF THE ADMINISTRATION’S DECISION REVEALED A FUNDA- 
MENTAL DISINTEREST IN IMPROVING GREEK-TURKISH RELATIONS— 

AND PERHAPS EVEN WORSE, CONSTITUTED A PERSONAL REBUFF TO 
ECEVIT. 

4. IF THE EFFORTS OF THE ADMINISTRATION TO REPEAL 620(X) 

SHOULD FAIL, THE TURKISH REACTION WOULD PROBABLY BE STRONG. 

THE MOST IMPORTANT IMMEDIATE FACET OF THAT REACTION WOULD 
BE ANTI-US AND, TO A LESSER EXTENT, ANTI-NATO. BUT ANOTHER 
IMPORTANT FACET OF THIS REATION WOULD BE ANTI-GREEK. 

5. WE WONDER WHETHER THE GREEK GOVERNMENT AND THE GREEK- 
AMERICAN COMMUNITY IN THE US HAVE CONSIDERED CAREFULLY 

THE CONSEQUENCES FOR GREECE OF A SUCCESSFUL EFFORT TO KEEP THE 
US ARMS EMBARGO ON TURKEY. WHATEVER INFLUENCE WE DO HAVE 
IN TURKEY IS AS A RESULT OF THE POSITIVE ELEMENTS OF OUR 
RELATIONSHIP. IF THOSE POSITIVE ELEMENTS ARE UNDERMINED AND IF 
THIS COMES ABOUT AS A RESULT OF GREEK AND GREEK-AMERICAN 
EFFORTS, THE ULTIMATE CONSEQUENCES FOR GREEK-TURKISH RELATIONS 
ARE LIKELY TO BE EXTREMELY SERIOUS. 

6. WE URGE THAT AS A PART OF OUR PUBLIC AND PRIVATE DEFENSE 
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OF THE ADMINISTRATION’S DECISION WE NOT TRY TO BELITTLE THE 
ADVANTAGES THAT WILL ACCRUE TO TURKEY, BUT RATHER TO EMPHASIZE 
TO GREEK PARTISANS THAT WE ARE CONVINCED THAT THEIR INTERESTS 
ARE BEST SERVED BY A COOPERATIVE GREEK-TURKISH RELATIONSHIP 
AND THAT SUCH A RELATIONSHIP IS ONLY POSSIBLE IF THE US AND TURKEY 
ALSO HAVE A PRODUCTIVE AND CONSTRUCTIVE RELATIONSHIP. THE ALIENA- 
TION OF TURKEY FROM THE WEST WILL HURT, BUT IT WILL NOT 
SERIOUSLY JEOPARDIZE US SECURITY; IT COULD, HOWEVER, HAVE 
SERIOUS IMPLICATIONS FOR GREEK SECURITY. 
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